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Chairman’s Welcome 

This Spring mailing is a reminder to you that our Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) takes place in 4 weeks’ time, on 

Monday March 11th at 2pm in the Visitor Centre, 

Threave.  I also wish to take you through the rest of the 

events which your Committee has organised up until 

September this year. We very much hope you will be 

able to come to as many as possible. 

You may be aware that it is 40 years since the 

foundation of the Galloway Members’ Group (GMG) of 

the National Trust for Scotland (NTS). Over that period 

we have contributed greatly to the success of the NTS in 

our beautiful area. In this Newsletter I am so pleased to 

give you the main points of what we have raised and 

where we have contributed this past year. 

As you know at this AGM  I will  step down after seven 

happy years as your Chairman. In my final Report I will 

go over a number of our successes.  At this stage I simply 

wish to say it has been so 

heartening to see so many of 

you attending our past 

programme of talks and events, 

and most recently at our 

Winter Gathering held at Airds 

House, Parton where we raised 

over £900.  My thanks to you all 

for your support. 

‘Churchill at the Gallop’.   Talk.  11 February 

We are delighted to welcome to the GMG talks at the 

Visitor Centre, Threave, the renowned author, 

broadcaster and former jockey, Brough Scott. It is an 

often-forgotten fact that horses played an important 

part in Winston Churchill's life. They were his escape in 

childhood, his challenge in youth, his transport in war, 

his triumph in sport and his diversion in old age.  In his 

talk Brough will follow in Churchill's hoofprints from 

galloping his pony in Blenheim Park, to topping the 

riding class whilst army training at Sandhurst, taking 

part in a famous cavalry charge in Sudan, playing polo in 

India, hunting foxes in Leicestershire and breeding 

racehorses near his home in Kent, after a minor 

interlude out of the saddle to tend to the historic task of 

winning the Second World War. Brough (below) is the 

grandson and biographer of the noted Great War 

soldier “Galloper Jack” Seely.  

His riding career saw him ride 

over 100 winners including The 

Imperial Cup and The Mandarin 

Handicap Chase.  A new book by 

Brough Scott has recently been 

published and is the subject of  

our talk. 

A .G. M.   11 March  2pm  Threave 

Enclosed with this mailing you have the papers for the 

AGM, including nomination forms for Committee 

membership.  There are 2 vacancies for ordinary 

members, so if you would like to join us do speak to 

either myself or to the Secretary as soon as possible.   

Osprey Talk 11 March  2019   
 
Immediately following the AGM (see above) James 
Hutchinson, key member of the NTS team at Threave, is 
going to tell us about the Ospreys of Threave. This will 

be fascinating. Ospreys have 
been returning to the artificial 
nest at Threave Castle since it 
was constructed in 2009. They 
come every year from their 
African home and have raised 
twenty five chicks.  
This will be our final talk of the 
Winter series. We do hope you 
have enjoyed them. 
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Our Forthcoming GMG Events till 

September 2019 

Wednesday, May 1st  we are going to have a lovely 
day out, and meet (11am) at John Paul Jones’s 
Cottage, Kirkbean (DG2 8BQ).  This is one of Dumfries 
and Galloway’s  gems (see ‘D & G Life’ February 2019 
pp.114-115); the birthplace of John Paul Jones, Pirate, 
who became ‘The Father of the American Navy’ and 
finally ended up in the Imperial Russian Navy. This 
charming museum is in real danger of closing so it is 
important to visit it now.  There are hot and cold drinks 
on sale.  We leave our cars there and walk through the 

policies to Arbigland House where we will hopefully 
meet the new owners and see the garden which they are 
restoring.  Then we arrive at Sheri and Jamie Blackett’s 

fantastic home, The House on the Shore. On a fine day 
there is nowhere more stunning.  After a light lunch of 
soup and buns (provided), Nick Coombey will tell us 
about the amazing fossils which make up the beach.   
Bring good shoes and wet weather kit in case. Anyone 
needing a lift please inform the Secretary; and if you 
have problems with walking it will be possible to drive 
between the venues but we will need to know as parking 
at the House on the Shore is limited.  £12.50 per person . 
 

Saturday May 18th (NB Change of Date) 

Quiz Night at Threave Visitor Centre.  7.00pm 
Once again we would like you to make up teams of 10 
and bring your own picnics and drinks for the interval.  
There will also be wine, non alcoholic drinks and hot 
drinks on sale. The Quizmaster will challenge us with 
questions which will be perfectly simple - if you know 
the answers. 
It was tremendous fun 2 years ago. We are looking for 
10 tables of 10; so combine with others or let us know 
and we will fit you in. This will be popular, so please get 
planning!  The cost will be £7.00 per person. 
 

Wednesday May 29th we visit a very different 
garden at Craichlaw, Kirkcowan, DG8 0DQ, lovingly 
created by Mary Gladstone - though you will wonder 
how she managed it whilst bringing up triplets!  The 
herbaceous borders will just be getting into action so it is 
an exciting time of year to be there. Andrew and Mary 
will give us coffee on arrival.  Having seen the gardens 
we drive the short distance to Newton Stewart and 

discover the delights of Cumloden Estate DG8 6AF  -
the holiday home of Andrew Stewart, the future Earl of 
Galloway and his family.  We will eat our picnics in their 
conservatory and then be free to explore the gardens 
and grounds.  £12.00 per person for the day.   
Do remember to bring your own picnic. 
 

Thursday September 12th we have an outing to 
Little Sparta Garden M11 8NG, created by artist and 
poet Ian Hamilton Finlay and his wife Sue Finlay in the 
1960’s, about which Magnus Linklater spoke so 
fascinatingly last year. For this we shall combine cars 
and share the fuel cost; so on your Booking Form please 
indicate if you would like to drive or be driven. We plan 
to stop on the way and all pay for our own lunch; or you  
may prefer to bring a picnic. £12.50 depending on 
numbers as we have booked a private guide. 
 

Monies Raised and Contributed to NTS 

I am delighted to let you know that the Galloway 

Members’ Group raised £7,044 (net) during the past 

year from subscriptions and events.  The main elements 

of this were: 

 Subscriptions:  £1,627 

 Events (net of expenses):  £4,968 

 Donations received:  £755 

 Administrative expenses: £692 (£368 less than 

last year due to new format newsletter) 

The GMG was pleased to donate £4,735 to the 

National Trust for Scotland as follows: 

 £1,000 to the Hill House Appeal 

 £2,000 to the Threave Tree Appeal 

 £340 to the NTS Rangers at Dumfries and 

Galloway (proceeds from Orchid lunch) 

 £1,000 for  Magnifying posts: 2 each at Threave 

Garden; Threave Estate; and Rockcliffe 

We also collected £395 of cheques at the Galloway 

Reel; these were handed over to Dumfries and Galloway 

NTS.  I would like to mention that we are now able to 

take payments for Events by Bank Transfer in addition 

to cheque or cash, details of which are on the new 

Booking Form enclosed with this Mailing.  You may also 

use Contactless Payment at our GMG Talks. 

May I ask you to always ‘Keep an Eye’ on the 
noticeboards at Threave Visitor Centre and Broughton 
House to see what is going on at the Trust’s many local 
properties; and, in conclusion, do look forward to 
Summer 2020 when the GMG will be holding an Indian-
themed Raj Party. We will be hoping for some curry 
experts to volunteer to help with the food! 

Susie Ross, Chairman 

For GMG Programme of Events, Booking Forms and Newsletter: 
www.ntscentres.org.uk 


