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Chairman’s Welcome 

I 
 am delighted to announce in this Newsletter the 

Programme for 2019—2020, put together by your 

committee. It includes the usual series of  5 “Winter 

Warmer’’ Talks, launching on Monday 14 October at 

2.00pm; together with 3 exciting Events and 2 Outings. Our 

Winter Gathering - with refreshments and entertainment -   

will be held this year in Threave House, Castle Douglas, on 

Wednesday 11 December at 12 noon. 

A particular highlight of the Programme - and our major 

fundraiser - will be the biennial Summer Extravaganza, to be 

held on Friday 3 July 2020 at Anwoth Church, Gatehouse of 

Fleet, with an Indian themed evening. Dancing, delicious food,  

a chance to prepare your most exotic dress - Bollywood here 

we come! 

See page 3 of this Newsletter for more information on the 

upcoming events. 

It has been another successful year, and lovely to see so many 

of you attending the programme of talks and events. We try 

hard to put together a varied programme to suit all interests, 

and we know that the outings to little gems within Galloway, 

are particularly popular. Below is a brief recap of this year’s  

highlights: 

John Paul Jones Cottage and Arbigland Gardens, 1 May. 

On May Day, 44 of us ventured to the Solway Coast,  taking in 

4 venues all within easy walking distance. We met at John Paul 

Jones’s Cottage, Kirkbean. 

This is one of Dumfries and 

Galloway’s gems, birthplace 

of John Paul Jones, who rose 

from Scottish Pirate to Rear 

Admiral in the Russian Navy 

by way of being ’father of the 

American Navy’.  We walked 

through the policies to architecturally perfect Georgian 

Arbigland House where we were treated to a guided garden 

tour by the new owners, full of enthusiasm about their plans to 

revive and restore the Woodland Gardens (see photo).  On, 

then, to the House on the Shore, the wonderfully positioned 

home of the author Jamie Blackett and his wife.  After a 

light lunch provided by committee members we took to the 

foreshore where we learnt about the amazing fossils to be 

found on the Beach from Nick Coombey, a geologist from 

the Solway Firth Partnership.  What a most enjoyable day. 

Quiz and Supper Night at Threave Visitor Centre, 18 May. 

Following the success of the last Quiz Night in 2017, we 

repeated the success.  96 people formed 11 teams, bringing 

our own picnic suppers for the interval - and what suppers 

they were! Five categories of 10 questions were asked 

before the ‘picnic hour’, five 

after.  An amazing £500 was 

made from the Raffle alone. 

As for the questions, did 

you know on how many 

occasions Glasgow Celtic 

had won the Scottish 

Football League, the Scottish Premier League and the 

Scottish Premiership? We didn’t.  Or the name of the In-

Shore Waters below or above the Mull of Galloway?  Or 

could you have guessed the title of the TV series music 

playing ‘’Victoria’’.  We all knew what you call someone 

who hails from Dumfries (a ‘’Doonhamer’’!). Quite a 

marathon -  that’s why we hold this special event only every 

second year!  Prosecco for the winners, wooden spoons for 

the lowest scoring team -  and immense fun had by all. 

Craichlaw Gardens and Estate, and Cumloden, 28 May. 

A group of 28 GMG members and guests visited the 

handsome gardens of Craichlaw, Kirkcowan, lovingly 

created by owner Andrew Gladstone and his wife, 

passionate and energetic plantswoman  Mary. With the 

herbaceous borders 

just coming into 

flower there was 

plenty to see, as well 

as the Water Garden 

and the magnificent 

rhododendrons, all set 
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in extensive grounds with lawns, lochs and woodland. Just 

superb.  

We then moved on eight miles to Cumloden Estate a 

charming cottage orné in a romantic landscape nestled just 

above Newton Stewart, home of Andrew Stewart.  We ate 

our picnics in the conservatory and dining room of this 

former Shooting Lodge, and then took time to explore the 

gardens and grounds of the 1200 acre estate, a magical place 

of peace and tranquility. The whole day was deemed a great 

success and appreciated by members and guests, marked 

especially  by  the generosity of our  hosts. 

GMG Winter Talks 

14 October 2019. Presentation by Sir Malcolm Ross GCVO 

OBE GCStJ on ‘A Glimpse of Royal Life’. 

Sir Malcolm’s talk will be a unique reflection of his time spent 

working in magnificent and historic buildings as a member of 

the Royal Household, initially serving Her Majesty the Queen, 

and later as Master of the Household to the Prince of Wales. 

Malcolm, whose family have lived in the Stewartry since 

1943,  rose to  be Lt. Colonel in the Scots’ Guards.  He joined 

the Royal Household in 1987, and from 1989-2005 was 

Comptroller of the Queen’s Household. Between 2006-2009 

he moved to become Master of the Household to the Prince 

of Wales, and he is still an Extra Equerry to the Queen. He 

was responsible for the organisation of the funerals of Queen 

Elizabeth the Queen Mother, Princess Diana and Rt. Hon. 

Lady Thatcher.  

In 1988 Sir Malcolm was made an OBE and joined the Royal 

Victorian Order in 1994 as CVCO. He was knighted in 1999. 

From 2016 until last year he was Lord Lieutenant of the 

Stewartry; is a Freeman of the City of London and a member 

of the Royal Company of Archers.  

11 November. 2019. The What, the Why, and the How of 

the Kirkcudbright Artists Remembered Project 2017-19:  by 

Hilary Alcock. 

Hillary will present the fascinating outcomes of the recently 

completed ‘Kirkcudbright Artists Remembered Oral History 

Project’. This involved the local community and recorded 

their memories of growing up in the Artist’s Town; these 

memories are captured in a variety of creative formats 

including  two films.  

Before she retired Hilary was a university lecturer and 

freelance international marketing consultant. She became a 

Trustee and National Vice Chairman of The Arts Society, 

(previously NADFAS). She is currently a Director of Moat 

Brae, Dumfries, and a Trustee of the Harbour Cottage 

Gallery in Kirkcudbright. Hilary co-managed the 

Kirkcudbright Artists Remembered Project from 2017-19. 

This has fed into the Regional Ethnology of Scotland Project 

at Edinburgh University.  

The two films have enhanced the offer in the Kirkcudbright 

Galleries for local people and visitors alike; and are now 

being shown across Scotland. 

13 January 2020.   Romancing the Stones: Scotland’s Rock 

Art Project in Galloway: by Lisa Allen. 

This illustrated talk will focus on the mysterious - the 

Kirkcudbright element of Scotland’s Rock Art Project 

(ScRAP). This has logged many of the striking carvings and 

cup and ring marks thought to date from the Neolithic 

period, around 4,000-6,000 years ago. They are an exciting 

feature of the Galloway landscape produced by skilful and 

creative people who will forever remain anonymous. 

Lisa is an ecologist turned amateur archaeologist whose 

love of the natural world, history and art led her to 

volunteer to become the co-ordinator of the community 

team dedicated to working on Scotland’s Rock Art Project in 

Kirkcudbright; and finding out more about these enigmatic 

carvings created 4,000-6,000 years ago. 

 Her team is creating detailed records using non-intrusive 

methods such as photography and 3D modelling. 

10 February 2020. Hysteric Scotland: the Historic 

Environment of Dumfries and Galloway: by Dr Janet 

Brennan. 

This provocatively titled talk is an illustrated presentation in 

which Janet will update GMG members on the current 

range of projects and activities that Historic Environment 

Scotland is working on - with specific reference to Dumfries 

and Galloway. 

Janet - an academic, lecturer and author - is a Board 

Member of Historic Environment Scotland, and a former 

Chair of the Scottish Castles Association. She is a passionate 

champion of the built heritage, especially in Dumfries and 

Galloway, and lectures frequently on restoring Scottish 

castles and castles at risk. She  has first-hand experience of 

the latter, having undertaken, with her husband, the 

restoration of a (circa) 16th century tower house, Barholm 

Castle in the Stewartry. Janet is also a committed gardener 

and landscaper. 
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9 March 2020 (following the AGM). Cally Gardens, the 

Latest Chapter in the Fairy Tale: by Kevin Hughes. 

Kevin, the new and very enthusiastic owner of Cally 

Gardens, will recount how he found himself moving  in 

2018 from Wiltshire to Cally Gardens, Gatehouse of Fleet, 

and how he is loving the challenge. His plant collection is 

exceptional -  Kevin brought with him a stunning collection 

of Magnolias, Daphnes and Trilliums.  The site is now on its 

way to being transformed into a fully organic and low 

impact garden, with flower meadows and living walkways.  

Kevin is an acclaimed plantsman who originally trained in 

ecology before his passion for plants and gardens took 

over. An RHS gold medal winner, he has served on several 

RHS committees, and lectures on a wide range of 

horticultural subjects at home and abroad. Also a practicing 

garden designer, he specialises in wildlife-friendly gardens,  

as featured on the BBC’s  ‘Gardeners’ World’. 

GMG Events and Outings 

11 December (Wednesday) 2019. The Winter Gathering 

will be held at Threave House at 12 noon. 

The Winter Gathering is always a special event in our 

calendar rounding off another year.  With our new pattern 

of one year at Threave and one year elsewhere we are 

once again celebrating at Threave House.  We very much 

look forward to seeing our members at lunchtime on the 

11th when festive drinks and canapés will be served.  There 

will be a raffle, carols to be enjoyed, and a surprise for all. 

Please book early as this is always a very popular event. 

27 March (Friday) 2020 at 7.00pm. GMG ‘SpringWatch 

Special’ in Threave Visitor Centre.   

 

We are very aware that there is increasing interest in the 

wildlife and natural elements of Threave Estate, and we 

want to do more to gather support from our members with 

these interests -  and encourage new members ! 

 

Therefore the special ‘join-in’ event for the Spring will be 

our very own version of ‘SpringWatch’.  We are still 

working on the format together with James Hutchison,  

Visitor Services Supervisor, Countryside Access and 

Education  at Threave.  What we do know is that the 

evening event to be held in the Visitor Centre will include 

photographic competitions, presentations, and more - well 

supported with food and drink.  Please put the date in your 

diaries and bring your friends.    

 

27 May (Wednesday) 2020 at 11.00am.  Visit to Galloway 

House Gardens and Galloway House at Garlieston.   

Galloway House is a magnificent and little known House built 

for the Earl of Galloway in 1740 close to the tiny but 

significant port of Garlieston in Wigtown Bay.  The Gardens   

are now  under separate ownership but were first laid out at 

the time of the housebuilding.   

We are enormously lucky and privileged to have the 

opportunity of visiting both due entirely to the efforts of our 

Events Booking committee member, Ian Watson.  

We will have a guided tour of the House by the owner who is 

not often in residence but has made a special plan to be in 

Galloway for us on 27 May.  We will then have time to see the 

Gardens set out over 50 acres of designed parkland, including 

exclusive access to the Walled Garden. These mature 

Gardens, benefitting from the sheltered aspect of the Bay, 

will be at their very best in May. 

Full details will be given in the Spring 2020 GMG Newsletter. 

Bring your own picnic lunch. 

3 July (Friday) 2020. The biennial Summer Extravaganza will 

be held on a Friday evening at Anwoth Church, Gatehouse of 

Fleet, courtesy of Major Willy Peto.  

This event is a major fundraiser for the GMG and we do ask 

you to put it in your diary planner now.  We start with an 

aperitif at Anwoth House; we then move to the former 

church for the colour, the sounds, the cuisine and general 

magnificence of a ‘Bollywood’ evening.   

We expect a glorious rainbow of colours in your choice of 

dress with as many bells and scarves as you like. Professional 

dancers will demonstrate   the allure of Indian dancing and 

encourage us all to sway the evening away. It will all be a lot 

of fun and we hope to raise money at the same time.   

Further details will be given in the Spring Newsletter.  Cost at 

£50 per head.  

10 September (Thursday) 2020, at 11.00am. Visit to  Crawick 

Multiverse; Durisdeer Church. 

Travelling to the North of our region we will set off for 

Crawick Multiverse, just outside Sanquhar, the astonishing 

land art project designed by Charles Jencks and supported by 

the Duke of Buccleuch.  The day will also include - by way of 

contrast - a visit to the delightful little village of Durisdeer 

with its historic church and magnificent Ducal memorials.  

Light lunch to be provided in Sanquhar. 

Full details about this outing will be provided in the Spring 

2020 Newsletter. 
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How Do We Keep You 

 In Touch ? 

G alloway Members’ Group uses Royal Mail twice per 

year, sending important information to all members' home 

addresses.  With our season beginning in the Autumn our 

first mailing is in September and includes: 

 the GMG Autumn Newsletter 

 the Programme of Talks and Events for the year 

 the associated Booking Form 

The second, in February, includes: 

 the GMG Spring Newsletter 

 an updated Booking Form 

 the AGM papers  

 

Your annual subscription covers the cost of the above. 

 

In addition to these annual postings to home addresses 

the Secretary issues by e-mail -  normally at least once a 

month -  a selection of other communications. Some 

examples are: 

 the monthly Bulletin from the NTS General 

Manager for Dumfries and Galloway 

 the twice-yearly CentrePoints e-magazine from NTS 

HQ, presenting reports on activities which have 

taken place across various Members’ Groups  

 the  twice-yearly Events Listings from NTS HQ for 

all 32 Members’ Groups  

 the GMG Poster entitled ‘What We Do’ displayed  

on NTS noticeboards at: Threave, Broughton House, 

and Thomas Carlyle’s Birthplace, Ecclefechan.  We 

update this 3 times per year 

 our own advance information Flyer for each of the 

5 ‘Winter Warmer’ Talks 

 other local NTS events promoted by GMG 

 

Have you given us your email address?  Is it up-to-date?  

We want to keep in touch with all our members and 

supporters. Please send any amendments to: 

 

                       jkbrown406@btinternet.com 

 

You can also access the GMG Newsletter, the Programme 

of Events, Booking Form, and What We Do Poster at the 

website:  

www.ntscentres.org.uk/galloway 

 

2019-20 GMG Season 

L ooking back over last year’s season of talks,  events and 

outings fills me with great pleasure.  The dedication of the 

GMG committee produced a programme of variety, 

entertainment and unknown treasures.  A record number 

of members attended the events and enjoyed their 

‘connection’ with the NTS,  and in so doing raised over 

£7,000 to contribute in ways that will enhance or improve 

NTS properties or collections. 

GMG has some 300 members, of whom around 100 are 

regular supporters of events and talks. I would love to see 

some more of our ‘sleeping’ members  join in the fun,  the 

interest, the awareness.  So please,  I encourage you all to 

renew your interest and come along.  We’d love to see you.  

Our fund-raising activities have allowed us to support 

several initiatives  in Dumfries and Galloway over the last 

year.  These include replacement of trees struck down in 

the ‘Beast from the East’, and a much-needed upgrade of 

presentation equipment at both Threave and Broughton 

House.  We can now show films,  sound and illustrated talks 

in wonderful clarity.  I thank everyone. 

We always want more.  More members,  more supporters,  

more engagement.  Please ask your friends to join us—

either as guests or,  even better, Members. Better still, 

please come and join us on the Committee. We are 

committed and energetic, and I thank all my colleagues for 

their enthusiasm and dedication,  but we always need and 

want  more colleagues.  More ideas, more help. We would 

be delighted to welcome you.  Please offer,  or ask. 

It’s not only about caring for and supporting the work of 

the NTS and our local properties.  It is about communities, 

engagement, curiosity and fun.  I’m already thinking about 

my Bollywood costume and looking forward to the dancing.  

Come along! 

I hope there is something for everyone in the next season’s 

programme.  We have carefully planned visits to the East 

and the West of our lovely Region, we have a wide range of 

Winter Talks and an exciting SpringWatch event. I look 

forward to seeing as many of you as possible, and thank 

you all for your support. 

 

Amanda Herries, Chairman 


