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I  am pleased to send you with this Newsletter 

notification of the 41st Annual General Meeting to be held on 

Monday 2 March at 2.00pm in Threave Visitor Centre.   

PLEASE note the alteration of date from the green printed 

programme. You will also find a revised Programme of GMG 

Talks and Events, together with an updated Booking Form. 

If you have been at any of our Winter Warmer Talks you will 

know that the first three of the series have been very 

successful and well attended. 

It is especially fitting for me to mention in particular Sir 

Malcolm Ross, GCVO., OBE., GCStJ.,  who died suddenly on 27 

October 2019 - his 76th birthday - just 2 weeks after 

addressing the GMG at the first Talk of this series.   

‘A Glimpse of Royal Life’ was hugely well received by the 96 

members and guests who heard Sir Malcolm reminisce on his 

time spent working as a senior member of the Royal 

Household, initially serving Her Majesty the Queen, and later 

as Master of the Household to the Prince of Wales.  No secrets 

were spilled but scintillating details and anecdotes were shared 

- from being bitten by a corgi to escorting Nelson Mandela 

around London. 

The exceptionally large turnout at the Talk was in no small 

measure an indication of the support given to Sir Malcolm and 

Lady Ross for their significant contribution to the Galloway 

Members’ Group and the NTS over many years.   

Annual General Meeting 

 2 March at 2pm 

Included in the AGM papers you will see nomination forms 

for Committee membership. There are 5 vacancies for 

ordinary members. We are asking for a minimum of 2 

people to join the Committee to boost our numbers, and in 

particular to take on the roles of  Events Organiser, and 

Catering Co-ordinator.  We’d really like more members to 

help promote our events.  If you are interested  -  or want 

more information - please speak to me or the Secretary,  

John Brown.  

Cally Gardens Talk  - 2 March   

Cally Gardens, the Latest Chapter in the Fairy Tale: by 

Kevin Hughes. 

The brief AGM will be followed by our March talk.  Kevin 

Hughes, the enthusiastic new owner of Cally Gardens, will 

recount how, in 2018,  he found himself moving to the Cally 

Walled Garden at Gatehouse of Fleet. His range of plants is 

exceptional - Kevin added to an already impressive 

inheritance with stunning collections of Magnolias, Daphnes 

and Trilliums he brought with him from Wiltshire. The site is 

now being transformed into a fully organic and low impact 

garden, with flower meadows and living walkways. An RHS 

gold medal winner, Kevin has served on several RHS 

committees, and lectures on a wide range of horticultural 

subjects. A practicing garden designer, he specialises in 

wildlife-friendly gardens,  as featured on the BBC’s  

‘Gardeners’ World’. 

Forthcoming GMG Events  
N.B. The previously published ‘SpringWatch’ event of  27 

March has  -  with regret - been cancelled. 

A ‘Diamond Year ‘ for Threave.  

2020 marks the 60th Anniversary of the School of Heritage 

Gardening at Threave.  NTS Dumfries & Galloway is 

preparing an exciting programme of events in celebration,  

and the GMG is making its own plans for support.  Watch 

GMG space as well as NTS social media!  

Please make sure John Brown, GMG Secretary, has your  

email .    Send it to:  jkbrown406@btinternet.com 
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27 May (Wednesday) 2020 at 11.00am.  Visit to Galloway 

House  and Galloway House Gardens at Garlieston.   

We meet at Galloway House where coffee and biscuits will 

be served, followed by an exclusive guided tour generously 

given by the owner,  Kamal Hanif. 

We are enormously lucky and privileged to have the 

opportunity of visiting the House, the Walled Garden and the 

outer gardens. The event is limited to 30 participants. 

Galloway House is a magnificent but little-known house built 

for the Earl of Galloway in 1740 close to the tiny but 

significant port of Garlieston in Wigtown Bay. House and 

gardens are now split with the latter under ownership of 

Galloway House Gardens Trust. 

Having toured the house we park at the Garden car park, and 

walk to the Walled Garden, where  Roy Walter will describe 

its history, and  speak about Garlieston, its significance to the 

Mulberry Harbour, the exhibition, and the annual open week

-end in September re-living war time events. 

Weather permitting, we shall have our picnic lunches, and 

then free to explore at leisure (and unguided) the mature 

Gardens, at their very best in May, benefiting  from the 

sheltered aspect of Rigg Bay. 

Bring your own picnic lunch.  Own or shared transport. 

3 July (Friday) 2020. The biennial Summer Extravaganza  -

’Bollywood Evening’: at Anwoth House and Anwoth Church, 

Gatehouse of Fleet, courtesy of Major Willy Peto.  

Our major 2020 fundraiser for GMG!  Grab your rainbow 

colours, your bells and scarves and shimmies. Put it in your 

diaries now! Bring your friends to this wonderful summer 

extravaganza of food, dance and fun. A cocktail at Anwoth 

House will be followed by dinner, displays, dancing and 

partying in the former church next door. India comes to 

Galloway all for the support of GMG and NTS.  A night of 

midsummer fun... Book now. 

Art ancient and modern in Upper Nithsdale 

10 September (Thursday) 2020, at 11.00am. Visit to  
Durisdeer Church and Crawick Multiverse. 

 

Travelling to the North of our region, (with an independent 

coffee stop at Thornhill), we meet at Durisdeer for an 

explained history of the Church, an ancient holy site and its 

‘Buccleuch Marbles’ Ducal Memorial. This is followed by a 

light lunch in Sanquhar at A’ The Airts café.  Then, refreshed 

we move on for a guided exploration of Crawick Multiverse, 

the astonishing land art project envisioned by the late 

Charles Jencks and supported by the Duke of Buccleuch. 

Own transport.  Light  lunch and 2 guides provided. 

Please do remember that booking is essential for all  3 

events above.  See Booking Form for full details. 

Monies Raised and Contributed to NTS 
 

The Galloway Members’ Group raised £4,153 (before 

donations) during the past year from subscriptions and 

events.  The main elements of this were: 

 Subscription Income:  £1,475 

 Event Income (net of expenses):  £3,051 

 Donations Received:  £162 

 Other Income:  £393 

The GMG was pleased to donate £5,119 to the National Trust 

for Scotland as follows: 

 £3,365 relating to donations approved in 2018, but 
not paid until 2019. 

 £1,754 for projectors at Threave and Broughton 
House 

 
As at 31 December 2019 the GMG had cash resources 

available for distribution totalling £9,410. Since the year end 

GMG has made a further donation of just under £500 to 

assist with the upgrade of the sound system at the Threave 

Visitor Centre.  

 A full set of audited accounts, together with the Trustees’ 

Report, will be presented for approval at the AGM. Once 

approved, copies of the accounts can be obtained on request 

from the  Treasurer, Richard Andrews. 

 

A nd finally, the AGM on 2 March marks the end of 

another busy year for GMG.  We’ve heard about Ospreys, 

Kirkcudbright Artists, Royalty and Rock Art.  We’ve visited 

gardens in the rain and the shine, we’ve pottered on beaches 

and challenged our quizzing expertise. We’ve had fun and 

raised money for the causes we love. In particular we 

support the work of NTS in Dumfries and Galloway, and I am 

very pleased that the properties in our region are going from 

strength to strength. 

 

I want to thank you, our members, for your support and 

enthusiasm, and above all I want to thank my committee for 

the enormously  hard  - and voluntary  - work to make 

everything happen.  The committee needs more members    - 

we cannot do all we want to do for our GMG members with 

the very small core group we have at present.  Please could I 

urge you to consider joining the committee.  

 

I look forward to seeing you at the AGM, and I am very 
excited about our outings this year and in particular our 
Bollywood party - get booking and get thinking about those 
costumes!     

 
Amanda Herries, Chairman 

 
www.ntscentres.org.uk/galloway 


